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W: Have you seen my T-shirt?
M: The one with the stars on it?
W: Yes, the little one is inside the big one.
M: It’s over there.
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W: How long have you been living in Fukuoka?
M: Three years.
W: Where else have you lived in Japan?
M: Sendai and Nagoya for a year each, and Osaka for ten months.
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M: What happened? You're late.
W: There was a traffic jam, and it took twice as long as usual to get here.
M: How long does it usually take?
W: Twenty minutes.
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W: We need to cancel tomorrow’s hotel reservation.
M: Do we have to pay the full 100 dollars?
W: No, but they'll charge us 20%.
M: We're lucky. It's usually at least 50%.
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W: Did the meeting start on time?
M: No, it was delayed an hour and a half.
W: What time was it supposed to start?
M: 1:30.
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M: How’s that computer?
W: The USB ports are on the left, so the mouse cable’s in my way.
M: Couldn’t you put the cable in back?
W: No, it’s too short.
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M: Excuse me. We ordered our food 20 minutes ago, and it hasn’t come yet.
W: I'm sorry. What did you order?
M: Steaks. Are they coming soon?
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M: What did you think of the movie?
W: Oh, it was all right. What about you?
M: I like anything with Johnny Depp in it.
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W: My stomach is telling me it’s lunchtime. Is that right?
M: No, it’s only 10:30.
W: Oh, I'm already hungry.
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W: Did you know a stapler is called a “Hotchkiss” in Japan?
M: Really? Why?
W: I heard the name comes from a company that made staplers over 100 years ago.
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M: Ms. Williams, are we going to discuss our projects today?
W: Yes. So please make groups of five, everyone.
M: But, um... there are 31 students here today.
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W: Excuse me, could you tell me where I can find women’s suits?
M: Yes. Go to the business wear section on the third floor.
W: Thanks. Now I need to find the escalator.
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M: Did you hear that the art museum is reopening next month?
W: Yes, I did! Do you want to check it out?
M: Sure. I want to see the new Picasso exhibit.
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M: Where are you going in such a hurry?
W: I'm taking a DVD back to the rental shop.
M: I need to talk to you about our homework.
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W: Sorry, but this has to be there before noon. I've got to run!
M: No problem. I'll call you later.
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W: This coffee is too strong!
M: Really?
W: Yeah, is the machine broken?
M: No, it seems fine.
W: What could the problem be?
M: Hmm... I don’t know. I did what you told me to do.
W: What exactly did you do?
M: I put 40 grams of coffee for each cup.
W: No, I said 14!
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W: May I help you?
M: I left my glasses on the train yesterday:.
W: On which train?
M: The four o’clock bound for Tokyo.
W: What do they look like?
M: They have round lenses with black frames.
W: Can you fill out this form? We'll contact you if someone brings them in.
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W: What are you working on?

M: My presentation for next week.
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W: Oh, it’s about the London Paralympics.
M: Yeah. I made this chart showing the number of participants from each country and the
number of medals they won. Great Britain had 294 athletes and won 120 medals.
W: Wow! How about countries with fewer athletes?
M: Well, Japan and Spain sent just over 130 athletes --- Japan won 16 medals, and Spain,
42.
W: Spain and France had similar results, but France won three more medals.
M: Right. 'm surprised about Ukraine though. They sent only 17 more participants than
Spain, but they won twice as many medals.
W: Interesting. France and Germany had almost the same number of athletes, but they
didn’t do as well as Ukraine.
M: Well, Germany did better than France.
W: Wow, they won 152 medals!
M: 152?
W: Oh, sorry. That’s the number of participants. They got 66.
M: Anyway, this is what I'll talk about.
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In some countries, silver gifts are given for 25th wedding anniversaries and gold gifts for
50th anniversaries. But in the United Kingdom, there are also some traditional gifts given
to celebrate other anniversaries. Perhaps people are not so familiar with them. For example,
for 3rd anniversaries, leather gifts are usually given. Three years later, gifts containing
sugar are appropriate. Six years after that, something made of silk is the expected gift.
Some might be surprised to find out that diamonds are given not only for engagements, but
also for 60th anniversaries.
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Welcome to The Ocean Hotel. Our rooms are decorated in traditional French style, but
you can use the latest technology, for example, wireless Internet. Every room offers a
splendid ocean view, so you can see the sunset. Our hotel has Chinese, Japanese, and
Italian restaurants on the top floor and three coffee shops on the first and second floors, so
you can enjoy Asian and Western dishes. In front of the hotel we have an outdoor swimming
pool next to the beach, and you can also enjoy an indoor swimming pool and an exercise
room.
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Palau is a country in the Pacific. It became an independent republic on October 1, 1994.
Palau’s flag is similar to Japan’s because it features a single circle. However, the circle is
yellow, and the background is blue. Blue is used to represent the ocean, which the nation
depends on for food. Unlike the Japanese flag, the circle on Palau’s flag is a little off-center.
Instead of the sun, as on the Japanese flag, the circle represents the moon, which is
traditionally thought to be important in the life cycle and customs of the people.
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Helen Keller, admired for her work on behalf of people with disabilities, visited Japan three
times. She was unable to see or hear, but she was impressed with the kindness of the
Japanese people and developed an appreciation of Japan and its culture.

She first came to Japan in 1937, when she was invited by the Japanese government to
make a lecture tour throughout the country. While she was here, she was moved by the story
about the faithful Akita dog, Hachiko, and wondered if she could have such a dog. Ichiro
Ogasawara, a police officer in Akita City, kindly gave her one of his own puppies. She named
this dog Kami.

She took Kami home with her, which made Kami the first Akita dog to go to the United
States. In a letter to a friend, she called Kami an “angel in fur” and said that he was especially
gentle and devoted. She loved this dog so much that she asked for another Akita dog, which
was sent to her in 1939. This dog was Kami’s brother, and she called him Go-Go. Helen
Keller’s dogs received a lot of attention in the United States, which helped to introduce Akita
dogs as popular pets for Americans.
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