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W: Have you seen the new school flag?
M: The one with the name around the logo?
W: Yes, but the name is under it instead of above it.
M: Yeah, it’s great!
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M: How many new students have joined the club?
W: Seven the first day, and three since then.
M: How many more do you think will join?
W: 1 expect three more.
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M: How are your classes going?
W: Well, I love math, and music is also fun.
M: What about science?
W:1 don’t really care for biology, but physics is great.
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W: Hurry up! The report is due soon.
M: I thought you said we still had 50 minutes left.
W: That was half an hour ago!
M: I didn’t realize it'd been that long.
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W: Excuse me. What are you doing?
M: I'm checking my email.
W: Students are supposed to leave their phones in the lockers.
M: Oh, sorry. Where are they?
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M: Please fill out this form and sign at the bottom right.
W: OK.
M: And the date at the top. Oh, also put your telephone number above your signature.
W: All right.
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W: What does the word “xenophobia” mean?
M: Hmm, why don’t you look it up in the dictionary?
W: Can I borrow yours? I forgot mine today.
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M: Hello, I'd like to make a dinner reservation for 7 o'clock tonight.
W: OK, for how many people?
M: Let’s see, there will be eight of us.
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M: Guess what? I ran into Emily yesterday and she told me that you ...
W: Uh... excuse me, but which Emily was it?
M: The one from Toronto.
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W: You don't like this kind of music, do you?
M: Not really. How did you know?
W: It was just a guess from your facial expression.
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W: Would you like some beer?
M: But, I'm only 20 years old.
W: If you're 20, you can drink alcohol in Japan.
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W: What else should we get for the party?

M: This fried chicken looks delicious, and it’s 30% off.

W: But if we wait till 7:00, they’ll discount it to half price.
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M: Summer vacation will be over soon.

W: Have you been enjoying yourself?

M: Yeah, Grandma, but I won’t be able to sleep much this week.
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M: I don’t know what to get for my mother’s birthday.
W: Flowers are always nice.
M: Well, I don’t want to give them again this year.

W: 1 surprised my mother with lunch at a nice French restaurant, and she loved it.
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M: That’s what I'll do! She enjoys good food and wine.
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M: Guess what I bought myself today.

W: Another shirt?

M: Yes, they had a big sale!

W: Let me see. Are you kidding me?!

M: What's wrong with it?

W: You bought one with the same pattern last month.

M: But this one has long sleeves.

W: Anyway, I think you should take it back.
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W: Angel’s new song’s great!
M: Is the CD already out? I thought it was coming out next week.
W: Yeah, but the song’s available online.
M: Really? Maybe I should download it now.
W: But if you do that, you won't get the booklet.
M: Oh, I definitely want that! I'd better wait.
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M: I feel like having pizza tonight.
W: Here’s a flyer from the new shop.
M: I'd like one with sausage.
W: How about the Sausage Deluxe?
M: Let me see. But it has onions.
W: Oh, you know I can’t stand them.
M: It says on the other side that these two are on sale. The Seafood looks delicious.
W: I'm not in the mood for seafood. I'd prefer the other one, Spicy Chicken.
M: Hmm... but this one looks even better. Oh, it’s regular price.
W: Meat Lovers? OK. The kids will be happy with that. But for the second pizza, I'd like one
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with lots of vegetables like asparagus or eggplant.
M: They have Grilled Vegetable and Seasonal Vegetable. They're kind of similar, but the
Seasonal has asparagus, mushrooms and garlic. The Grilled has eggplant, zucchini

and... onions.
W: Oh no.
M: So, if you don’t mind garlic, shall we go with Seasonal Vegetable?
W: Sure. Should I call?
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Now let me tell you a story. When we lived in Japan many years ago, my American friend
Jane came to visit us with her Japanese boss, who wanted to meet my husband. After he
left, we decided to open the gift that he had brought. Surprisingly, it was a neatly packed
live lobster. I started laughing and shouting, “It’s alive! It’s alive!” But Jane, who'd just gone
to the bathroom, thought I was yelling, “It’s a lie! It’s a lie!” She thought we were having an
argument, so she was afraid to come back into the living room. When she finally returned,
she realized that we were not fighting, but laughing at such an unexpected gift.

We had never cooked a lobster before, so we didn’t know what to do. In those days there
was no Internet to get information, so we went and asked a neighbor. Meanwhile, we had
put the lobster in a sink full of water. When we came home the lobster had become so lively
that we no longer had the heart to cook it. We managed to get it back into the box, and we
gave it to the neighbor instead.
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Ichiro: So, Reina, what would you do if we had five million yen to improve our school?

Reina: Hmm. I can think of so many things, Ichiro. One idea would be to put a roof over the
bicycle parking area. Don’t you hate it when it rains and your bike gets wet? We could
also put some picnic tables on the grassy area over by the bike stands. That would give
students a place to have lunch or hang out after school. And we could make the entrance
look a lot nicer. What about painting it a bright color and buying some plants and
flowers?

Ichiro: Well, those are all great ideas, Reina. I especially like putting a roof over the bicycles.
But to tell the truth, if we had that much money to spend, I think it’'d be better to spend it
on one big thing rather than a lot of little things.

Reina: Oh, yeah. Good point, Ichiro.

Ichiro: I think it'd be better if we had free Wi-Fi everywhere in the school. Internet access
would help us study more. We could get a lot of information that would help us with our
homework, and there are so many educational websites that are usually free. Best of all,
we could chat with the students at our sister school in Australia. Don’t you agree,
Mayuko?

Mayuko: Well, that’s a pretty good idea, Ichiro, but the library has Internet access, and most
students already have smartphones or tablet PCs. I think it'd be better to buy solar
panels instead. That electricity could be used all over the school — we could have hot
water in the winter and air conditioning in the summer. Oh, I know! We could make a
roof for the bicycles out of the solar panels. That would kill two birds with one stone!
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