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No more than 10 percent of its students who enter primary school manage to

graduate from high school, roughly the same percentage of Haitians who have

some fluency in French.
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Everybody seemed to know someone, or know someone who knew someone, who

had a baby die, with completely no cause found, in their sleep.
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My parents never discouraged me from accompanying friends to religious

services or events, and even once a sorry weekend of Baptist summer camp.
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In Japan, English is the only foreign language taught at the secondary
education level. This may be due to the fact that English is the most widely used
language in the world and that Japanese, the mother tongue for most Japanese
students, is already difficult to master. Nevertheless, it is important for students
to learn other languages, as it can help them gain a more global outlook, and
broaden their perspective. Therefore, the Japanese government should consider
introducing a second foreign language in its official curriculum, as it could have
a long-term positive impact on the future of the country.

(100 words)

(FR&H 2]

Teaching English as the sole foreign language in Japanese secondary
education is problematic as it denies students the opportunity to learn about
diverse cultures. However, there are several obstacles to teaching other
languages. First, it would be difficult to find personnel to teach foreign
languages other than English. At the very least we have to prepare official
university courses where prospective language teachers can be trained.
Additionally, there would be the issue of finding the time to teach these
additional languages at school. At present, Japanese schools tend to have
schedules that are already filled with a variety of subjects, making it difficult to
add one more.

(107 words)

(FR& A 3]

The Japanese language is notoriously difficult even for native speakers
because of its complex writing system and politeness levels. Teaching a second
foreign language in addition to English is unrealistic as it would take too much
time, and school timetables are already full of other essential subjects. This may
be dissatisfying to some: English is undoubtedly a /ingua franca, but studying
only English could lead Japanese students to mistakenly believe it is the only



important foreign language, thus limiting their worldview. Nevertheless, Chinese
classical literature and world history are already obligatory, which helps to
broaden students’ horizons in the same way as studying several foreign
languages would.

(107 words)
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Apart from a slight increase between 2016 and 2017, the electricity
consumption per household in Japan decreased steadily from 2013 to
2019, from about 5,100 kWh to 4,300 kWh. In 2020, however, there
was a noticeable rise in electricity consumption per household, from
about 4,300 kWh to 4,450 kWh. This is approximately the same level
as in 2018. The decrease in electricity consumption per household
from 2013 to 2019 may reflect the efforts made by households to save
electricity after the Great East Japan Earthaquake. On the other hand,
the rise between 2019 and 2020 was probably due to the spread of
telecommuting in the COVID-19 pandemic.
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