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We call a building beautiful if it reflects our values.
But ideas about what buildings have these qualities change over time.
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For several hundred years, elaboration, variety, and decoration in architecture were almost
universally admired.
The new technology of iron framing and concrete gradually revolutionized construction and
design.
Eventually, for early-twentieth-century modernists, only undecorated simplicity was
beautiful; all decoration was ugly and excessive.
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An interesting feature about architecture is that people have always found buildings beautiful
not so much when they embody current values, as when they embody values that society
lacks.
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I realized that even in our modern age of scientific and technological advancement, viruses are a real threat to
civilization. We knew that germs such as viruses and bacteria have repeatedly shaken the world throughout
history, but most people today were not fully aware the risks continue today. While advanced technology enabled
vaccines to be produced at an unprecedented pace, there were also worldwide struggles for vaccines. We must
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prepare more for the germs that will arise in the future. (80 #&
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Through the coronavirus crisis, I have learned that people around the world have diverse ways of thinking. Some
countries had strict lockdown policies, while others sought to achieve mass immunity. In Japan, people continued
wearing masks while people in other countries had long since stopped wearing them. Regardless of which is
correct, such a variety of trial-and-error processes are sure to be beneficial. We should have diverse viewpoints

without being bound by our own assumptions. (75 &
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The COVID-19 pandemic made me keenly aware of the importance of meeting people in person. Classes went
online and many school events were canceled. While it is wonderful that technology makes it possible to easily
connect online, I realized how valuable the casual conversations I used to have with friends at school were for my
emotional well-being. Now that I am back in the classroom, I cherish my face-to-face time with friends more than
ever. (75 &f
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Let us step away from immediate profit for a moment. We should be willing to think about what needs to be done
now and act for the happiness of future generations, even if we cannot see the results during our lifetime.
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We should put aside short-term benefits for now. I hope we will actively care about the well-being of our
descendants, and also be willing to consider what to do for them now and act accordingly, even if we don’t live to
see the fruits of our efforts.
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Why don’t we ignore our short-term interests for a bit? Even though we may not know the outcome during our
lifetime, I think we must be willing to act taking into account the well-being of later generations when considering
what we should do now.
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Let’s stop thinking about our present interests for a short time. Even if we can’t see the results during our lives,
we should aspire to think about the happiness of the people in the future, and to consider and do what we can do
for them now.
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There is something about reading a book in its raw form that helps me get into the head of the author;
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The story itself is about the title character’s sudden exile from his four very closest friends, for no apparent

reason, and his long journey back from the pit of despair this throws him into.
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the idea is to allure the reader to investigate the book in order to decode it.
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We therefore learned not to count on Mr. Sugar.
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I doubt there has ever been a moment when I felt less inclined to laugh or tell jokes.
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