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The need for personal motivation is a message that resonates across so many 6
/

stories of human endeavor

whether in the single-minded dedication of an athlete pursuing an Olympic

dream 45
(whether ...dream ) or the drive and ambition of a young executive aiming for 4

the top of the corporate ladder
the success will be hard to come by 3
the case of learning a foreign language is little different 3 i
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the exemplar of the lonely individual favored by economists 4 5
in discussing the laws of capitalism 3

have always adapted to their physical surroundings 3 N
by working collectively 2 K
to transform their surroundings 4
and in the process to create society 4 R
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(DThe speed with which maize reached China—it probably arrived there in the 1530s, though

the first definite Chinese reference to it was not until 1555—led some people to the incorrect

conclusion that maize must have been present in Europe and Asia before Columbus.
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@If maize, the crop that Columbus took eastward, was a blessing, then sugarcane, the crop he

took westward, was a curse.
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(®By 1460 Madeira had become the world’s largest sugar producer
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Over the course of four centuries, around eleven million slaves were transported from Africa to

the New World, though @this figure understates the full scale of the suffering, because as

many as half of the slaves captured in the African interior died on the way to the coast.
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This trade developed in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and ended up consisting of
(®two overlapping triangles.
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The second triangle also depended on sugar. The thick syrup left over from sugar production, was
taken from the Caribbean sugar islands to England’s North American colonies, where it was
made into rum, a strong alcoholic drink. This rum was then shipped to Africa where it was used
as currency to buy slaves. The slaves were then sent to the Caribbean to make more sugar.
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©The desire to do all of this on a large scale, as quickly and efficiently as possible, brought
about the development of increasingly elaborate machinery and prompted the division of
workers into teams that specialized in separate parts of the process.
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In fact, there is little evidence that (Dthis was the case.
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(It has been suggested that) profits from the sugar and slave trades provided most of the capital

needed for Britain’s subsequent industrialization.
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To be a valuable team member, you first need to have patience. In any group, things never go
as expected. Sometimes you might have a conflict with the leader or other members. This is when
you need to be patient. All members of a team need to overcome selfishness and cooperate
together, if they are to succeed as a team. Patience is a quality needed most by every member of
any organization. (73 &
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Cooperation is the most important ability you need to acquire as a team member. Even if all
the members are talented, the team will never succeed unless they have a willingness to
cooperate. For example, in the 2018 World Cup, the Japanese national team advanced to the top
16 against all odds. This was achieved because all the players had a strong will to cooperate for
the common goal of victory. (73 &
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