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BR1 What does Miho like to do?

She likes to ( ).

B 2 What was Miho's friend doing as a volunteer when Miho talked to her?

She was ( @ ) the ( © ) as a volunteer.

B M 3 Why is Miho going to become a member of the volunteer group?

Because she ( )} for their town.
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(At Ms. Oda’s house)

Jane:
Ms. Oda:
Jane:
Ms. Oda:

You usually leave your home every Wednesday. m

Every Wednesday, I go to my office near Tokyo station,

Really? Tokyo is far from here.

Well, it only takes about an hour to go there by Shinkansen. On the Shinkansen, 1
read books or check my e-mails. I can use my time *efficiently ( @ ) I ride the

Shinkansen to Tokyo station.

Jane: *Except for Wednesdays, you work with your computer at home. What do you do?

Ms. Oda:
Jane :
Ms. Oda:

Jane:

Ms. Oda:

Jane:
Ms. Oda:

Jane:

Ms. Oda:

Jane:
Ms. Oda:

Jane:
Ms. Oda:

I design websites. I can work at home with my computer.

I think so, too. When I started my job twenty yvears ( ® ), I went to my office
every day. Now, I don't have to go to my office every day, but working at home has
one problem,

( © ) isthe problem?

If I never go to my office, it isn't easy to communicate with my *colleagues. In my
office, I can talk to them *in person.

Oh, you go to Tokyo to communicate with your colleagues.

That’s right. I think we can work more *smoothly in the office. We can share
ideas to make our designs better.

Isee. You go to your office to do things that you can do only in your office. And,
at home, you do some work you can do alone with your computer. Working at home
has other *advantages, right?

T can *concentrate more at home. Also, I can save a lot of time.
I don't have to take the Shinkansen every day, so I [ 7 have 4 do 7 more
I to 7 time ] many things now.

That sounds nice.

For example, I can take a walk along the river in the mornings. When I'm in

nature, I getideas for my designs.

Wow! I want to work like you when I get a job. | |

You're welcome.

() *efficiently : Z=RMIZ *except for + ~F KR\ T *technology @ BHFHM
*colleague © & *in person : HiEE - T *smoothly @ SR 7 <
*advantage : FlJ *concentrate : £H1 35
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7  When did you go? 4  Which one is yours? 7 Where do you go?
7 It's impossible. 1 It's interesting. 7 It's dirty.
77 Of course. 1 Idon't think so. 7 1 have a question.

2) Axro( @ )~( © )OHIHIEFEL LT, FNENT~ITOHhbRbEYZI D%
10EY, RETEZREV,

( @ ) 7 however 1 while r7  where I into
( ® ) 7 short 1 later 7 ago I long
( © ) 7 Who 4  When ) How I What
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Today, Ms. Oda and I talked about the way she works. She usually works at home. She
feels that working at home is nice. She goes to her office in Tokyo a week. If she
doesn’t go to her office, it is for her to communicate with her colleagues. I haven't
thought about that before.

7 once 1 twice 7 three times I many times
7 cold 14 cheerful 7 delicious I difficult
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Jane: TI've stayed in Japan for a month, but Japanese language is hard for me. Kanji is
especially hard. What should I do to study kanji?
Ms. Oda: | |
Jane: Tl try that.
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Hello Tom, I am in Okinawa now.

I wish you could come with me. : Jiro
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Ken is my best friend. When he was in elementary school, he lived in Canada, so he can speak
English well.

One day in June, in English class, our teacher said, “Six students from America will come to our
school next month. Let's explain Japanese traditional events to them. We'll practice a little
today.” I thought it sounded easy to introduce Japanese events because I was interested in
Japanese culture. In groups, each student chose one Japanese event and *made a presentation
in English to their group. 1 talked about Hatsu-hinode. 1 had many things to say about the
event, but I didn't knovx; the English words. So, in my presentation, I only said, “Many people
enjoy @(see) the *sunrise on January first.” Ken talked about Tanabata. He said, “In July, we
write our hopes and dreams on paper. That's everything I know.” He didn't speak a lot, so I was
surprised.

After that class, I talked to Ken. He said, “I've joined some Japanese events, but I

about them.” Then, I said, “Actually, I couldn’t say everything that I knew
because of my English. I wish I could talk in English about . Then, Ken said,

“Let’s study together. I will help you. Also, I'm sure that I can learn many things from you.”

On weekends, before the American students arrived, [ went to Ken's house. We chose an event
and talked about it in Japanese. Ken asked me various questions. For example, “Why do we
have that event?” and “When did it start?” I answered his questions. When I didn't know the
answer, we used a computer to get information. Then, we practiced explaining the Japanese
event in English. It was hard for me to speak about it in English, but Ken helped me. He taught
me how to say the English words that I didn't know. When I was talking about Setsubun, I asked

him, “How do you say mame-maki in English?” He answered, “Throwing beans.” He also

*corrected my English. I could explain some Japanese events in English | I .

On July first, the students from America @(come) to our school. Ken and I were in the same
group. An American girl asked Ken about an event and he explained it very well. After his
*explanation, Ken said, “Riku knows a lot. You can ask him, too.” Then, she asked me about
Bon-odori. 1 talked about its history. After my explanation, I thought, “I could explain the event
well because it was one of the topics that we practiced together on weekends.”
After the English class, Ken said to me, “Through this experience, I understand the importance
of knowing about our culture.” Then, I said, “Yes. And I understand that it's necessary to learn
other languages to talk with foreign people. I think the things we learned through this experience

are very important.”



(3%) *make a presentation : 54 5 *sunrise : H D H *correct ¢ ~ & Y

*explanation : B
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@O Where did Ken live when he was in elementary school?

(@ Why was Riku surprised when he heard Ken's explanation about Tanabata?

B Axpo | A |, [ B | omiHIEEOMAEbEE LTRLEW RSO
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7 A ! don't have enough information B ! the events I'm not interested in
4 A ! have enough information B : the events I'm not interested in
r7 A : don't have enough information B ! the events I'm interested in
I A ! have enough information B ! the events I'm interested in
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7 by studying with him 4 by living in another country

7 by visiting our school I by getting up early
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7 In June, everyone had to explain a topic that their teacher chose in the English class.
4 On weekends, Riku and Ken joined many events together and talked about them in class.
77 At Ken's house, Ken was able to help Riku, but he didn't learn anything from Riku.

I Ken taught Riku English words and helped him use English in the right ways.






