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No. 1 1 Yesterday.
2 Two days ago.
3 Three days ago.
4 A week ago.

No. 2 1 His mother’s.
2 His father's.
3 His sister’s.
4 His brother’s.

No. 3 1 Practice volleyball in the gym.
2 Play a video game with his friends.
3  Watch a volleyball game on TV.
4 Begin to do his homework.

No. 4 1 Because the weather was very good.
2 Because he needed to buy flowers.
3 Because he wanted to come early.
4 Because the bus didn’t come.
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No. 1
According to Mr. Brown, which is true about the special teacher?
1 She worked as a music teacher in some countries in Asia.
2 She was one of Mr. Brown's classmates about twenty years ago.
3 She can play the piano well and won some piano contests.
4 She learned opera in Italy after finishing university.

No. 2
According to Mr. Brown, what can the students do in the next music class?
1 They can watch a movie about opera singers.
2 They can learn how to sing well.
3 They can invite their parents to the class.
4  They can play an instrument made in Italy.
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Koyi:

Myr. Smith.:

Koji:

Mr, Smith:

Koji:

Mr. Smith:

Koji:
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Hi, Mr. Smith. What are you looking at?
This is a pamphlet for people from other countries. Look. It's written in easy
Japanese.
Well... You're right. It's very easy to understand because plain words are used.
Yes. So, even people who are not good A) reading Japanese can easily
understand the information. This type of Japanese is called “Yasashii Nihongo.”
Have you ever heard of it?
Yes, I have. (B) , when we want to say “now,” we can say ‘genzar” in Japanese.
But some people think “genza: " is too (C)(d ). For those people, “ima” is easier.
That's right. In English, we have such pairs of words, too. Do you know the word
“delighted”? British people often use this word, but “very happy” is easier for
people who have just (D)( s ) to learn English.

It's important to choose words that other people can understand.
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Janet:

Tomoko.

Janet:

Tomoko.

Janet:

Tomoko.
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This is a hamburger map made by local junior high school students.

Wow, I've never been to any shops on this map. Let's have hamburgers for lunch
today.

Sounds great! They all look nice, but this shop is closed during lunch time.

You're right.

I'm interested in . I've never tried a hamburger made with rice.

And the shop is near Aoba Station, so it's convenient.

Hey, look at this one! The vegetable hamburger looks fresh and delicious. What do
you think?

Yeah, and the comment says we can enjoy a great ocean view there.

But it will rain soon. Why don't we go there next time?

Sure. How about ?

It looks nice, but its hamburger is over one thousand yen. It's too expensive.

That’s true. So, I think the shop selling rice hamburgers is the best for today.

Yes. Oh, wait! (®) now?

It's almost eleven. Why?

Look here! The shop may be full of people during lunch time! Let’s go now!
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Buchi-Uma Hamburger Andy’s Restaurant
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Buchi-Uma Hamburger ( Cafe Aoba
(A) Dolphin’s House (B) Andy’s Restaurant
(A) Dolphin’s House B) Cafe Aoba
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Tomoko has been to all the hamburger shops on the map.

Three hamburger shops on the map are open after 8 o'clock in the evening.
Students in Aoba Junior High School created the map.

Some of the hamburger shops on the map are closed on weekends.

A Fresh Vegetable Hamburger is cheaper than a Buchi-Uma Rice Hamburger.
There are four hamburger shops along Aoba Main Street.
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Aoba Hamburger Map

@ Open Hours
@ Closed Days
© Comment from the shop

Andy’s Restaurant

Buchi-Uma Hamburger

Wagyu Hamburger
¥1,580

©Q1lam -9pm.
© Monday, Tuesday
© You can eat wonderful wagyu hamburgers

only here in this city.

Dolphin’s House

Buchi-Uma Rice Hamburger
¥ 550

©O11am.-6pm.
© Thursday
© Our rice hamburgers are very popular, so a lot

of people come at lunch time.

Cafe Aoba

Big Cheese Hamburger
¥ 580

©O5pm-10pm,

© Tuesday

© If you show us this map, you can get one
drink!

Fresh Vegetable Hamburger
¥ 480

© 10am.-6pm.
@ Wednesday
© Enjoy our fresh vegetable hamburgers and

great ocean views,
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I'd like to talk about young people’s opinions about their local communities and countries.
Two questions were given to young people in five countries, and these graphs show the results.

According to Question 1, about 70% of young Japanese people say they A) their local
communities. Next, look at Question 2. When we see the percentages of young people who say
“NO,” Japan's percentage is (B) . What do you think? Do you want
to take action to make our country better?

You may think that “making Japan better” is not easy, but I believe we can do it. If we feel
good about our local communities, we should try to find their problems, too. So, as a first
step, let's talk with our family or friends about local problems. Doing something for our local
communities, like volunteer work, is a great idea, and this will be the next step. I believe
these small steps are very important because we will be able to think about bigger problems
in Japan little by little. Thank you for listening.

........................................................................................................................

GGF) local communities #uE#t4  percentage(s) EI&
volunteer work K7 ¥ T 4 TIHE)

........................................................................................................................

[775 7]

Question 1: Do you like your own local community (city, town, or village)?

| YES || NO |
(%)
Japan | 72.1 | 16.7
the US. | 64.1 | 24.9
France | 64.9 [ 28.3
Sweden | 725 [ 235 4.0
Germany | 80.2 | 194 Jo7

Question 2: Do you want to take action to make your country better?

| YES | NO |
Japan | 43.4 | 42.5
the US. | 59.1 [ 31.0
France | 58.9 [ 36.0 151
Sweden | 64.1 [ 31.3 [ 146
Germany | 73.7 | 23.2 [—3.2
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the highest of the five countries

the lowest of the five countries

as high as the percentage of Germany
lower than the percentage of France
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In many countries, young people don't feel good about their local communities.
Young Japanese people can solve all the local problems if they help each other.

It's not easy to change the whole country, so we should live in foreign countries.
Taking action in local communities will help us think about bigger problems in Japan.
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I live in a small town in Japan. Last spring, a boy from Canada came to our school. His name
is Jeff. We became good friends quickly. We often talked about things in Japan, and one day,
I told him about a local festival. He was very interested in it.

The festival has a long history and is held in October every year. On the evening of the
festival, people join the “Lantern Walk.” They walk through the streets with paper lanterns.
I saw the Lantern Walk many times, but I never wanted to join because it didn't look fun.
I always thought, “This event isn't for young people.”

In September, many people in our town began preparations for the festival. Our teacher said, “They
want to fix old lanterns and need more help. Can you help them with the preparations and join the
Lantern Walk?” Jeff got excited and said, “Hey, Kenjil Let's join them! Can you come with me?”
I wasn't interested. “Kenji, please! It will be fun!” He said that to me many times, so I finally said,
“Yes.”

We went to the community center. People there taught us many things about the festival,
especially the Lantern Walk. If lanterns were broken, we fixed them. If they looked old, we
painted them. We fixed and painted about one hundred lanterns in a week! We learned that
local people used these lanterns for many years, and the Lantern Walk was very special to them.
Through the preparations, I began to think the Lantern Walk may be a little fun for me.

On the evening of the festival, the streets were full of people. Good smells came from food
stands, and people were enjoying the festival. Jeff and I received the lanterns to carry in our
hands. We heard quiet traditional music, and the Lantern Walk began. Jeff said, “Wow, the light
is so warm and beautiful. Don't you think so, Kenji?” I agreed and said, “You're right. Now I'm
happy to join the Lantern Walk.,” I looked around. The warm light stayed with us even after
the Lantern Walk ended.

Thanks to Jeff, I joined the Lantern Walk for the first time. We
helped many people with the preparations and walked together.
I was glad that Jeff gave me a chance. He said, “If we want to ‘
understand things well, we have to experience them.” He is .
right. By trying new things, I was able to find a new and

interesting world I didn't know. I hope I can keep trying new

things with Jeff, before he returns to Canada next spring.
(G¥) lantern(s) Hx I B A preparations #f§ fix ~ ~%EHT 5
community center ARAE  broken ¥ENTWA painted ~ ~IZBEE-7:
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(a) Why did Kenji decide to join the Lantern Walk and its preparations?
1 Because the teacher said everyone must join them this year.
2 Because Kenji joined the Lantern Walk with his friends every year.
3 Because Kenji wanted to show Jeff the town through the Lantern Walk.
4 Because Jeff wanted to join them with Kenji and said so again and again.

(b) Which is true about the preparations for the festival?
1 Kenji and Jeff made about two hundred lanterns in their school.
2 Kenji and Jeff understood that the Lantern Walk was very special to local people.
3 Kenji and Jeff bought new lanterns because old lanterns didn't look good.
4  Kenji and Jeff couldn't learn anything about the lanterns.
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(a) ['EfH] When is the festival held every year?
(2] It

(b) ['ER] What does Kenji want to do with Jeff before next spring?
[4 2] He wants to

(3) Wi, Jeff D) DBIZEVLHELO—ETH 5. EXLOWNEIZED X912, RO TR,
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Today I went fo a local festival with Kenji. We enjoyed the
Lantern Walk together. T was moved by the warm and beautiful
light of the lanterns we (D(c ). If we want to understand things
well, it is @(n ) for us to experience them. I'm very glad that

ONONONORORON®.

Kenji understood my idea and we were able to share this experience!
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Beth:  What can we do for an eco-friendly life? Please tell me your idea!

Ayako:

Beth: Wow! That sounds good!
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