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Whether it is the Greeks or the Hebrews who invented individualism is a matter of

some controversy,

but there is no doubt that the Greeks viewed themselves as

unique individuals, with distinctive attributes and goals.  This would have been true

at least by the time of Homer in the eighth or ninth century B.C.
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Homer makes it clear that a man is defined almost as much by his ability to debate
as by his prowess as a warrior. A commoner could challenge even a king and not only

live to tell the tale, but occasionally sway an audience to his side.
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As striking as the Greeks' freedom and individuality is their sense of curiosity about
the world. Aristotle thought that curiosity was the uniquely defining property of
human beings.
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Leisure meant for the Greeks, among other things, the freedom to pursue knowledge.
The merchants of Athens were happy to send their sons to school so that they could

indulge their curiosity.
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However, the correct answer is that no one has the faintest idea whether the next
letter will be H or T. The reason is that H and T represent heads and tails in a
sequence of coin tosses. Whatever has come before in the sequence, a fair coin
always has a 50% chance of coming down heads or tails, so you never know what is

going to come next.
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Try it, and you will see that either H or T will establish a decent lead, and will

maintain that lead for much of the game. It is very unlikely that the difference



between Hs and Ts will crisscross around zero for the whole game, which is what you
would probably expect from a random trial.
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Even if the outcomes were due to chance alone, you would see very long periods in
which some traders performed better than others, and some football managers became
icons*, while others faced the sack*.  The oldest saying in football is that “luck evens
out over a season.” It doesn't in football, any more than it does in the rest of our lives.

*icons objects of admiration  *faced the sack got dismissed

100
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(A) A soccer coach says something to the effect that Japanese people learn much
from their own failures.  Probably many people will agree with him, including those
who are not soccer fans. | don't think, however, that you always have to be a loser to
learn something.  History tells you that there are as many examples of successes as
there are of failures.  So if you want to draw lessons from experiences, you will surely

learn as much from your own successes.

(B) A manager of a soccer team made a remark which meant Japanese learn a lot
from their failures.  Even if you have no interest in soccer, you will agree with this
manager's remark as many of us do. However, | think it doesn't necessarily mean
that you always need to be a loser.  When looking back on[in] history, you can see
that our cases of success and failure are equal in number.  Therefore, if you are to
learn lessons from your experiences in the past, you should be able to learn a lot from

your successful experiences as well.
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(A) Let's suppose a time machine could take you anywhere you want. Is it your
future or past that you would want to go to?  Since I'm the type of person who wants
to have my cake and eat it too, I'd want to visit each of them. And I'd continue to
change[modify] my way of living in the past until | see that everything works[goes]
exactly as | imagine[expect].  You may doubt if[that] it would really make me

happy[bring me happiness], but just wait and see. Time will tell.

(B) Let's say you can go anywhere your heart desires on[in] a time machine.  If you
could choose between your future and[or] your past, where would you want to go?

Greedy person that[as] | am, | want to visit both.  Then, | would keep correcting
the way I lived (my past) until I can convince myself that the future will be picture-
perfect.  The question is: Will | be happy then? Only the future knows.
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When did the controversy over cloning start?

It started when a (Scottish) scientist created a clone of a sheep(, Dolly, in 1996).
It started in 1996.

What is the life span of most sheep?

It is (about) 12 years.

What kind of debate was generated by Dolly’s death?

Her death generated a debate about the health and life expectancy of cloned
animals.

What do many scientists think of cloning human beings?

They think it's possible to clone a human being (with the same technique).

They think it is a matter of time before someone achieves it.

What is the purpose of cloning research?

It is to improve human lives.

The issue of cloning has caused much controversy (1)ever since a Scottish scientist,

Dr. lan Wilmut, created a clone of a sheep, Dolly. She was the first mammal to be

cloned from an adult cell in the world. After 277 attempts, she was born to a surrogate
sheep mother (1)in 1996.

Dolly had appeared normal, but (2)at the age of six, she suffered from lung disease

caused by a virus and she passed away. Considering that (2)most sheep live to twice

this age, (3)her death generated a debate about the health and life expectancy of cloned

animals. Cloning experts say it is important to know whether her death was related to
cloning technology. Dr. Wilmut doesn’'t think her death was related to the technology
but he admits that the cloning technique is insufficient.

However, (4)many scientists think it’s possible to clone a human being with the same

technique, and it is just a matter of time before someone achieves it. Big advances in

cloning research have spurred major hope, but also have created major concerns. It is



always an ethical issue when we talk about human cloning. (5)The purpose of cloning

research is to improve human lives and this research shouldn’t be abused.

Cloning is a delicate issue that must be handled carefully. The issue will probably not
have a final solution any time soon. Needless to say, cloning is a very important topic,
as it is a frequent discussion among politicians, scientists, the media, and the general
public.
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